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LAKELAND CITY COMMISSION 
 

Regular Session 
May 5, 2025 

 
The Lakeland City Commission met in Regular Session in the City Commission 
Chamber.  Mayor Bill Mutz and Commissioners Chad McLeod, Bill Read, Stephanie 
Madden, Sara Roberts McCarley, Mike Musick, and Guy LaLonde were present.  City 
Manager Shawn Sherrouse, City Attorney Palmer Davis, Finance Director Mike 
Brossart, and City Clerk Kelly Koos were present. 
 

CALL TO ORDER - 9:00 A.M. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
Annual LRH System Update (Danielle Drummond, President/CEO, Lakeland Regional 
Health) 
 
Beautification Awards (Beth Sherling) 

• Residential: Jeremy Evanchesky - 4722 Hulse Lane 

• Commercial: Bright Ice - 1200 South Florida Avenue 
 

PROCLAMATIONS 

• Historic Preservation Month 

• Mental Health Awareness Month 

• Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month 

• National Water Safety Month  

• National Safe Boating Week 
 

REQEUSTS TO APPEAR FROM THE PUBLIC – None 
 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed with an asterisk ( * ) are considered routine by the City Commission and will 
be enacted by one motion following an opportunity for public comment. There will be no 
separate discussion of these items unless a City Commissioner or Citizen so requests, in 
which event the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered in its normal 
sequence. For items listed with an asterisk ( * ) under the Community Redevelopment 
Agency portion of the agenda, the City Commission shall be deemed to be acting in its 
capacity as the Community Redevelopment Agency of the City of Lakeland when approving 
the consent agenda. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Mike Musick moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  
Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience. 
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Action:  Mayor Bill Mutz called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES (with any amendments) 
 
*City Commission Minutes – April 18-22, 2025  
 
Action:  The Commission approved this item as part of the Consent Agenda. 
 

REPORTS AND RELATED ITEMS - None 
 

EQUALIZATION HEARINGS 
 
Recess/Convene:  The Commission recessed the Regular Session and convened 
as the Equalization Board. 
 
Palmer Davis explained that the City Charter requires that prior to recording a lien 
against private property, the City Commission convene as the Equalization Board and 
grant those property owners the opportunity to object to the recording of the lien or ask 
any questions they might have.  If someone present received a notice to appear before 
the City Commission regarding a lot cleaning/clearing or demolition assessment, this is 
the time to address the Commission. 
 
Lots Cleaning and Clearing 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Mike Musick moved to approve the assessments.  
Commissioner Chad McLeod seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments. 
 
Action:  Mayor Bill Mutz called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Adjourn/Reconvene:  The Equalization Board adjourned and the City Commission 
reconvened in Regular Session. 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinances (Second Reading) - None 
 
Resolutions 
 
Resolution 5989; Proposed 25-028; Lots Cleaning and Clearing 
 
A RESOLUTION RELATING TO ASSESSMENTS; DETERMINING THE NECESSITY 
FOR HAVING CLEANED AND CLEARED CERTAIN PROPERTIES WITHIN THE CITY 
OF LAKELAND; PROVIDING FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF LIENS AGAINST SUCH 
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PROPERTY FOR EXPENSES INCURRED IN THE CLEANING AND CLEARING 
THEREOF; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Palmer Davis read the title. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Chad McLeod moved to approve the resolution.  
Commissioner Bill Read seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments. 
 
Action:  Upon roll call vote Commissioners Guy LaLonde, Mike Musick, Sara 
Roberts McCarley, Stephanie Madden, Bill Read, Chad McLeod, and Mayor Bill 
Mutz voted aye.  Ayes-seven.  Nays-zero.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution 5990; Proposed 25-029; Authorizing the Execution of a Grant 
Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for Financial Project No. 
456610-1-94-01 to Provide Funding for Light Towers at Lakeland Linder 
International Airport 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAKELAND, FLORIDA 
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR LIGHT 
TOWERS AT LAKELAND LINDER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT; ADOPTING 
FINDINGS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Palmer Davis read the title. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Mike Musick moved to approve the resolution.  
Commissioner Chad McLeod seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments. 
 
Action:  Upon roll call vote Commissioners Chad McLeod, Bill Read, Stephanie 
Madden, Sara Roberts McCarley, Mike Musick, Guy LaLonde, and Mayor Bill Mutz 
voted aye.  Ayes – seven.  Nays – zero.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution 5991; Proposed 25-030; Authorizing the Execution of a Grant 
Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for Financial Project No. 
453423-1-94-01 to Provide Funding for Pedestrian Safety Improvements at 
Lakeland Linder International Airport 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAKELAND, FLORIDA 
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR PEDESTRIAN 
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SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS AT LAKELAND LINDER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT; 
ADOPTING FINDINGS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  
 
Palmer Davis read the title. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Bill Read moved to approve the resolution.  Commissioner 
Mike Musick seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments. 
 
Action:  Upon roll call vote Commissioners Guy LaLonde, Mike Musick, Sara 
Roberts McCarley, Stephanie Madden, Bill Read, Chad McLeod, and Mayor Bill 
Mutz voted aye.  Ayes-seven.  Nays-zero.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution 5992; Proposed 25-031; Renaming of Webster Park to "Nellie 
Madalynne Brooks Park" 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAKELAND, FLORIDA 
RENAMING WEBSTER PARK AS “NELLIE MADALYNNE BROOKS PARK”; MAKING 
FINDINGS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Palmer Davis read the title. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Bill Read moved to approve the resolution.  Commissioner 
Sara Roberts McCarley seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments from the Commission. 
 
Mr. Roy Tyler came forward to support the renaming of the park.  He would like to 
participate in the finances for the plaque. 
 
Action:  Upon roll call vote Commissioners Chad McLeod, Bill Read, Stephanie 
Madden, Sara Roberts McCarley, Mike Musick, Guy LaLonde, and Mayor Bill Mutz 
voted aye.  Ayes – seven.  Nays – zero.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Application to Construct a New Dock at 987 Lake Hollingsworth Drive  
 
Jason Nix, LLC, on behalf of property owner Trey Johnson, has filed an application with 
the City to construct a new dock at 987 Lake Hollingsworth Drive.  
 
Pursuant to Section 6.4.2.1 of the City’s Land Development Code, Lake Hollingsworth 
is classified as a Protected Lakeshore. Lake Hollingsworth is further designated a 
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Parkway Lake by LDC Section 6.4.3.2.b. Since the proposed dock exceeds the limits of 
a Standard Water Access Structure under the LDC (the length exceeds 50’ over water), 
the structure is considered an Extraordinary Water Access Structure. Extraordinary 
Water Access Structures on Parkway Lakes, as outlined in Subsection 6.4.3.4.e. of the 
LDC, require City Commission review and approval at a public hearing before a building 
permit is issued.  A site plan and cross-section have been provided by the applicant and 
is included in the agenda packet.  
 
The proposed dock, as shown on the site plan, would project approximately 58’ over the 
water from the shore of Lake Hollingsworth. The total footprint of the proposed dock 
totals 296 square feet and has a 4' x 50' walkway leading to a 96 square foot (8' x 12') 
deck. The walkway includes a 2” x 6” handrail. The dock will have support legs every 10 
feet. There are no issues with the proposed dock regarding setbacks or lot coverage.  
 
Both the Lakes and Stormwater Division and Community Development Department 
have reviewed the application and have no objections. Notice letters have been mailed 
to property owners within 250 feet of the proposed dock and no objections have been 
received.  
 
Staff recommended that the City Commission approve the construction of the proposed 
dock at 987 Lake Hollingsworth Drive in accordance with the plans and specifications 
set forth in the applicant’s permit application to the City (BLD25-01739) 
 
Palmer Davis presented this item.  There have been no public objections. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Mike Musick moved to approve the recommendation.  
Commissioner Stephanie Madden seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments from the audience.   
 
Lakes and Stormwater Manager Laurie Smith explained there are several docks on Lake 
Hollingsworth of this size.  The water is shallow near the shore so docks need to be 
longer to access open water with a boat.  This was not an abnormal size.  It is the 
homeowner’s responsibility to manage vegetation along their shoreline.  The City would 
prefer they leave the native vegetation to prevent erosion.   
 
Palmer Davis explained Florida Fish & Wildlife and the Department of Environmental 
Protection would issue permits for that type of work on Lake Hollingsworth. 
 
Action:  Mayor Bill Mutz called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY - None 
 

CITY MANAGER 
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Approval of Task Authorization WSP-25-01 with WSP for the Crystal Lake 
EutroSORB(r)G Sediment Treatment Project 
 
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) identified Crystal Lake as 
an “impaired surface water body” due to high nutrient levels exceeding regulatory 
surface water quality Numeric Nutrient Criteria (NNC). In 2018, FDEP approved the 
Crystal Lake Nutrient Reduction Plan, which requires reducing nutrients in Crystal Lake. 
Based on previous studies completed by WSP, sediment phosphorus flux represents 
approximately 90% of the total phosphorus load to Crystal Lake. Reducing phosphorus 
flux is critical to improving water quality because phosphorus is the primary nutrient 
limiting algal growth within the lake. Inactivation of sediment phosphorus using chemical 
amendments is the most cost-effective means of reducing nutrient loads and achieving 
compliance with the regulatory NNC and delisting Crystal Lake from Verified Impaired 
Surface Waters list. A feasibility study conducted on lake bottom sediments revealed 
EutroSORB®G was an effective treatment product.  
 
WSP provided a proposal for a lake wide application of EutroSORB®G aimed at 
improving water clarity, reducing water column phosphorus concentration, and 
inactivating sediment phosphorus within Crystal Lake. The treatment is intended to 
reduce algal growth, increase water clarity and light transmission, and stimulate the 
growth of beneficial aquatic plants that will further improve water quality conditions. The 
scope of work for this sediment treatment project includes:  

• Project management, permit preapplication meeting with FDEP, and contractor 
oversight  

• Environmental resource permitting  

• Pre-application and post-application surface water field monitoring, water sample 
collection and laboratory analysis  

• EutroSORB®G application  

• Final report summarizing the treatment operation and pre- and post-application 
water quality conditions  

 
WSP is a current firm on the June 2022 Professional Lakes & Watershed Management 
Services CCNA. They have provided assessment and feasibility consulting services on 
lakes in Lakeland since 2012 and on Crystal Lake since 2015. They subcontracted with 
Eutrofix to provide the EutroSorb G Sediment Treatment application. Eutrofix is 
considered a sole source in the industry.  
 
Funding for this project in the not-to-exceed amount of $267,813 is provided in the Fiscal 
Year 2025 Crystal Lake TMDL line item of the Stormwater Capital Improvement Plan.  
 
Staff recommends the City Commission authorize the appropriate City officials to 
execute the Task Authorization WSP-25-01 with WSP for the Crystal Lake 
EutroSORB®G Sediment Treatment Project in the not-to-exceed amount of $267,813.  
 
Shawn Sherrouse presented this item. 
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Motion:  Commissioner Chad McLeod moved to approve the recommendation.  
Commissioner Bill Read seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments. 
 
Action:  Mayor Bill Mutz called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Purchase Order to R2 Unified Technologies for Public Safety Virtual Server 
Infrastructure 
 
The City of Lakeland received a proposal from R2 Unified Technologies for the purchase 
of hardware and related software to replace Public Safety’s virtual server infrastructure. 
This purchase will equip the Public Safety and disaster recovery datacenter with the 
computing and storage (server platform) capacity necessary to run Public Safety’s 
Production and Testing Software Systems for the next five (5) years.  
 
The total estimated cost of the proposed solution for the five (5) years is $416,623.59 
which is included in DoIT’s FY25 budget. This is a savings of over $60,000.00 versus 
the previous solution while providing additional capacity for future growth.  
 
The City’s Purchasing Division has approved R2 Unified Technologies pursuant to 
NCPA/OMNIA Contract # 01-96, as a piggyback.  
 
Staff recommended the City Commission authorize the issuance of a Purchase Order to 
R2 Unified Technologies in the amount of $416,623.59 for the renewal of Public Safety’s 
virtual server infrastructure and authorize the appropriate City officials to execute the 
appropriate documents. 
 
Shawn Sherrouse presented this item. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Bill Read moved to approve the recommendation.  
Commissioner Stephanie Madden seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience. There 
were no comments. 
 
Action:  Mayor Bill Mutz called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Verbal Report 
 
Shawn Sherrouse received a nice email from Cody and Chrissy Kesslinger, owners of 
the Kesslinger building.  They had a backup in their entire building affecting all the 
tenants.  They called and spoke to Katrina McCormick who was so polite and helpful.  
Jonathan Turbeville went out and found an unconventional solution. 
Great Job by both Katrina and Jonathan! 
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CITY ATTORNEY 

 
Ordinances (First Reading) 
 
Proposed 25-010; Amending Article II of Division II of the Charter of the City of 
Lakeland, Florida to Redesignate the Position of Retirement Services Director to 
Retirement Services Manager  
 
The foregoing is the title of an ordinance read for the first time by short title only.  The 
Commission will hold the second reading and public hearing on May 19, 2025. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz clarified that his was strictly a title and reporting responsibility.  It did not 
impact the pension board's function.  They will continue to function in the same manner. 
 
Commissioner Bill Read has received several calls and there are concerns.  Anytime we 
deal with people's money and savings, it is critical.  He is glad they will have the 
opportunity to speak at the next meeting. 
 
Commissioner Stephanie Madden asked to see a table of organization at the next 
meeting. 
 
Shawn Sherrouse explained this was simply an internal change as a cost savings.  This 
is not changing the services being provided.  He had a slide prepared for the public 
hearing to show the alignment.  This is a simple reporting change.  The change in the 
classification will change the comparable in the market.  It does not affect the pay of the 
current occupant. 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Agreement with Wright-Pierce, Inc. for Resident Project Representative Services 
for the Western Trunk Sewer Project 
 
This proposed Agreement with Wright-Pierce, Inc. was for Resident Project 
Representative Services for the Western Trunk Sewer Upgrades Project. The Western 
Trunk wastewater line conveys a significant portion of the wastewater flows from the 
west side of the City’s wastewater service area to the Glendale Wastewater Reclamation 
Facility. The wastewater trunk main is at capacity and requires a significant upgrade to 
support growth in the area.  
 
Water Utilities has retained Garney Construction through a progressive design-build 
contract to install 9,000 feet of 42-inch gravity sewer main, 21 manholes, 3,500 feet of 
24-inch pressurized force main, and a new 3.5 million gallon per day (MGD) lift station. 
The City’s Purchasing Division recently issued Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 2025-
RFQ-006 in accordance with the Consultants’ Competitive Negotiation Act (CCNA) to 
select an engineering firm to provide construction engineering and inspection (CEI) 
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services and resident project representative (RPR) services. The City Commission 
approved the selection committee’s shortlist on April 21, 2025 and authorized City staff 
to enter contract negotiations with the top ranked firm, Wright-Pierce. Staff has 
successfully negotiated the attached Agreement with Wright-Pierce. Wright-Pierce’s 
services under the Agreement will include the review of contractor submittals, monitoring 
of construction progress and the conformance of construction to the final engineered 
design plans, review of pay applications, and verification of the contractor’s compliance 
with American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) and State Revolving Fund (SRF) funding 
requirements, among other necessary tasks.  
 
Wright-Pierce will perform the requested services in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of the Agreement and RFQ 2025-RFQ-006 at the hourly rates specified in the 
Agreement. Based on expected levels of service, the anticipated construction schedule 
and construction scope, the time and materials estimate for Wright-Pierce’s services is 
$2,680,241. Funding has been approved within the Water Utilities FY25 budget. Work 
will commence immediately and is expected to last 25 months. It is recommended that 
the City Commission approve the attached Agreement with Wright-Pierce, Inc. for 
Resident Project Representative Services for the Western Trunk Sewer Upgrades 
Project and authorize the appropriate City officials to execute the Agreement. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Chad McLeod moved to approve the recommendation.  
Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience. There 
were no comments. 
 
Action:  Mayor Bill Mutz called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
*Amendment One to Local Government Comprehensive Planning Certification 
Program Agreement 
 
This was proposed Amendment One to Lakeland’s Local Government Comprehensive 
Planning Certification Program Agreement. Pursuant to this Amendment, the City and 
the Florida Department of Commerce agree to amend the Local Government 
Comprehensive Planning Certification Program Agreement between the parties to 
incorporate the areas annexed into the City of Lakeland during the past year.  All other 
terms and conditions of the Agreement will otherwise remain in full force and effect.  
 
Staff recommended that the City Commission approve the Amendment One to Local 
Government Comprehensive Planning Certification Program Agreement between the 
City of Lakeland and the Florida Department of Commerce and authorize the appropriate 
City officials to execute the Amendment. 
 
Action:  The Commission approved this item as part of the Consent Agenda. 
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR - None 
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UTILITY 

 
Ordinances – None 
 
Resolutions – None 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
*Agreement for Annual Waste Disposal Services for Lakeland Electric Power 
Plants 
 
This proposed Agreement was for industrial waste disposal services at the McIntosh, 
Winston and Larson Power Plants which generate both hazardous and non-hazardous 
waste that must be disposed of in accordance with Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regulations.  
 
Accordingly, on December 12, 2024, the City’s Purchasing Department issued Invitation 
to Bid 2024-ITB-348 (ITB) seeking qualified vendors to load, transport and dispose of 
various waste materials at the City’s McIntosh, Larson and Winston Power Plants. The 
services also include the transport and disposal of liquid waste streams, such as used 
oil, that result in a repurchase value for the City in which the vendors are required to pay 
the City a per gallon fee for such waste that is picked up. A total of nine (9) companies 
responded to the City’s ITB.  
 

Contractor  Location  

Alpha-Omega Training and Compliance, Inc.  Titusville, FL  

A-C-T Environmental & Infrastructure, Inc.  Bartow, FL  

Clean Solutions Environmental, LLC  Tampa, FL  

Cliff Berry, Inc.  Ft. Lauderdale, FL  

Enviroserve, Inc.  Melbourne, FL  

Hull’s Environmental Services, Inc.  Panama City, FL  

Republic Services, Inc.  Tampa, FL  

Safety-Kleen Systems, Inc.  Norwell, MA  

Triumvirate Environmental Services, LLC  Somerville, FL  

 
Upon evaluation by Lakeland Electric staff, the following four (4) vendors were selected 
as responsive, responsible bidders capable of providing the necessary services at 
competitive prices based on bid pricing inclusive of transportation and disposal, as well 
as the proposed fee paid to the City for waste streams with repurchase value: 
AlphaOmega Training and Compliance; Clean Solutions Environmental, LLC; Cliff Berry, 
Inc.; and Safety-Kleen Systems, Inc.  By selecting multiple vendors for this service, the 
City can secure competitive rates and obtain services based on availability of the 
vendors on an as needed basis. The initial term of the Agreement will become effective 
upon approval by the City Commission and continue through September 30, 2025. The 
Agreement also contains four (4) additional one (1) year renewal options upon mutual 
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written agreement of the parties. All services will be performed in accordance with the 
terms and conditions contained in the City’s Bid Specifications and each vendor’s bid 
response. The estimated cost of the services through September 2025 is $60,000, which 
is included in Lakeland Electric’s FY25 budget. The estimated cost for the additional four 
(4) renewals, if exercised, is $100,000 for a total cost of $160,000 over a five (5) year 
period, which will be subject to budget approval by the City Commission in subsequent 
budget years.  
 
Staff recommended that the City Commission approve Agreements with AlphaOmega 
Training and Compliance, Inc., Clean Solutions Environmental, LLC, Cliff Berry, Inc., and 
Safety-Kleen Systems, Inc. for industrial waste disposal services at McIntosh, Winston 
and Larson Power Plants and authorize the appropriate City staff to execute all 
corresponding documents related to the Agreements.  
 
Action:  The Commission approved this item as part of the Consent Agenda. 
 
Agreement with Siemens Energy, Inc. for Purchase and Installation of an Upgrade 
to the T3000 Distributed Control System for McIntosh Gas Turbine 2 
 
This is a proposed Agreement with Siemens Energy, Inc. (Siemens) for the purchase 
and installation of an upgrade to the T3000 Distributed Control System for McIntosh Gas 
Turbine 2 (MGT2). The current T3000 Distributed Control System, comprised of 
hardware and software, which was installed in 2019, is now at end of its useful life and 
can no longer be supported for software patching and security updates. Lakeland 
Electric is dependent on the proper operation of such an integrated system to maintain 
the overall reliability, operability and security of MGT2.  
 
The City’s Purchasing Department has approved Siemens as a sole source vendor since 
Siemens is the Original Equipment Manufacturer of the T3000 Distributed Control 
System and therefore the only qualified vendor to provide this upgrade to equipment and 
software. Pursuant to the Agreement, Siemens will provide the hardware, software, 
installation and training for the new upgraded system. The upgrade will not only enable 
Lakeland Electric to maintain MGT2 but will also help prevent costly forced outages due 
to potential control-system faults.  
 
Upon approval by the City Commission, the City will issue a purchase order for 
implementation of the new hardware and software to be installed during the Spring 2026 
scheduled outage planned for February 2026. The Agreement will be governed by 
Siemens’ Proposal dated April 18, 2025, as well as the negotiated terms and conditions 
set forth in Siemens Energy Selling Policy 1270 dated August 8, 2013. The total cost of 
the upgrade is $734,000, which is included in Lakeland Electric’s FY25 budget and 
proposed FY26 budget.  
 
Staff recommended that the City Commission approve this Agreement with Siemens for 
the upgrade of MGT2’s T3000 Distributed Control System and authorize the appropriate 
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City officials to issue a purchase order and execute all corresponding documents related 
to the purchase on behalf of the City.  
 
Deputy City Attorney Ramona Sirianni presented this item. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley moved to approve the 
recommendation.  Commissioner Mike Musick seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments. 
 
Action:  Mayor Bill Mutz called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

AUDIENCE 
 
Jo Shim thanked the Commissioners who attended the event at Florida Southern 
College (FSC) on April 16th.  She thanked those commissioners for being there and 
supporting the students.  She hoped it would be the beginning of a positive campaign 
season before the November election.  Secondly, thank you for the generous policy 
allowing public comment.  She appreciated the ability to participate in the process.  She 
hoped that policy remained 
 
Raydene Read came forward about a noise disturbance near her home.  Saturday night 
at 2 a.m. there was noise coming from a bar down at the old Sears Town.  It was the 
patrons in the parking lot.  The police officer said there was not really anything she could 
do except drive around the parking lot with her lights on.  The officer told her to call the 
City Commission.  She was the third call about the noise. 
 
The Commission discussed noise disturbances and how they are resolved. 
 
Palmer Davis explained the City’s ordinance is based on a reasonable person standard.  
Our ordinance has been upheld in court.  There is a state statute on motor vehicle sound.  
The challenge with that is that they are in motion and the officer is not usually there to 
observe it.   
 
The Commission discussed: 

• The police being more aggressive with noise complaints. 

• Community policing and human interaction 

• How to remind folks about the City’s standards for noise in the community. 

• The need for an intolerance for loud noise interruptions. 
 

MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COMMISSION 
 
Commissioner Stephanie Madden was unable to attend Utility Committee on Friday.  
She hoped that the Utility Committee members and the Commissioners are sober about 
Lakeland Electric’s position at the State level.  She hoped they heard about the move to 



 
13 

Regular Session  May 5, 2025 

cleaner generation.  Florida is now an 85% natural gas state.  LE did not eliminate the 
coal plant just for cleaner energy but also because it was getting to the end of its life 
cycle.  We knew that we would have to replace the base load generation.  The RICE, 
Calpine, and solar power are now not1 base load.  If the whole pool runs low on capacity, 
we are all in trouble.  We planned for purchase power until we could make the next big 
investment.  If the Florida Municipal Power Association (FMPA) is no longer in the power 
pool, we do not have capacity.  It is incumbent upon us to know what is going to be the 
generational mix for LE and the State of Florida.  Everyone around the globe is going to 
be grappling with the base load situation.  She wanted the Commission to hear the 
urgency of the situation.  We all need to be paying attention. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz thought that message was communicated in the Utility Committee 
meeting. 
 

CALL FOR ADJOURNMENT - 10:51 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Kelly S. Koos, City Clerk 
 

 
1 Commissioner Stephanie Madden corrected these minutes after the May 19, 2025 Commission 
meeting. 


