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LAKELAND CITY COMMISSION 
 

Regular Session 
May 20, 2024 

 
The Lakeland City Commission met in Regular Session in the City Commission 
Chambers.  Mayor Bill Mutz and Commissioners Chad McLeod, Bill Read, Stephanie 
Madden, Sara Roberts McCarley, Mike Musick, and Guy LaLonde were present.  City 
Manager Shawn Sherrouse, City Attorney Palmer Davis, Finance Director Mike 
Brossart, and City Clerk Kelly Koos were present. 
 

CALL TO ORDER - 9:00 A.M. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
Update on LPD's Realignment of the Community Services Section (Chief Sammy 
Taylor) 
 
Special Presentation by City Manager Shawn Sherrouse 

• Recognized Chief Taylor for his reorganization and formation of the Community 
Services Unit. 

• Recognized Gary McLean, Fleet Division Manager.  15-year employee, 23-years 
in Air Force.  2022 Public Fleet Hall of Fame.  2024 Legendary Lifetime 
Achievement Award  

 
City of Lakeland Inaugural Youth Council Presentation 

• Lakeland Youth Council Instagram page.  They would post and update a calendar 
about events for teens to attend and participate.   

• Add lights to 9 holes at Cleveland Heights to allow for Late Night Golf.  Include a 
special membership.  Chipping Challenge. 

• Late Night Teen event at Fletcher Park with music, food trucks, and sidewalk 
chalk art. 

• Late Night Pickle Ball and Basketball. 
• Extend Kelly Rec hours during the Summer and Spring Break.  
• Munn Park Teens in the Park during the Saturday market with music and games.  
• Movie Night at the Pool for teens at Simpson Park. 

The next Youth Council plans to vet the ideas and move them forward. 
 
Commissioner Stephanie Madden gave closing comments.  There really is an ask for 
more youth events.  What would it look like to have staff assigned to work on these 
projects?   
 

PROCLAMATIONS 
 
Community Action Month 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS AND RELATED ITEMS 
 
Real Estate & Transportation Committee 05/17/24 
 

• Land Lease Agreement with Tooth and Plow Aviation, LLC 
 
Commissioner Mike Musick presented this report to the Commission. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley moved to approve the 
recommendation.  Commissioner Chad McLeod seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments.   
 
Action:  Mayor Bill Mutz called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously, 
6-0.  Commissioner Stephanie Madden was absent at that time. 
 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed with an asterisk ( * ) are considered routine by the City Commission and will 
be enacted by one motion following an opportunity for public comment. There will be no 
separate discussion of these items unless a City Commissioner or Citizen so requests, in 
which event the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered in its normal 
sequence. For items listed with an asterisk ( * ) under the Community Redevelopment 
Agency portion of the agenda, the City Commission shall be deemed to be acting in its 
capacity as the Community Redevelopment Agency of the City of Lakeland when approving 
the consent agenda. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Mike Musick moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  
Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments. 
 
Action:  Mayor Bill Mutz called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously, 
6-0.  Commissioner Stephanie Madden was absent at that time. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES (with any amendments) 
 

∗ Utility Committee Minutes – May 3, 2024 
∗ City Commission minutes – May 3-6, 2024 

 
Action:  The Commission approved this item as part of the Consent Agenda. 
 

REQUESTS TO APPEAR FROM THE GENERAL PUBLIC - None 
 

EQUALIZATION HEARINGS - None 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Ordinances (Second Reading) 
 
Ordinance 6032; Proposed 24-013; Approving a Conditional Use to Allow a School 
for Grades K-8 on Property Located at 1945 N. Florida Avenue (1st Rdg. 05-06-24) 
 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO ZONING; MAKING FINDINGS; APPROVING A 
CONDITIONAL USE TO ALLOW A SCHOOL FOR GRADES K-8 ON 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1945 N. FLORIDA AVENUE; FINDING 
CONFORMITY WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 
Palmer Davis read the title. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Chad McLeod moved to approve the ordinance.  
Commissioner Mike Musick seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.   
 
Urban Planning and Transportation Manager Chuck Barmby gave a brief presentation. 
 
Isaac Orellana of Casa De Amor Y Fe, Inc. (House of Love and Faith) offered comments 
about their project, Cap Christian Academy.  This would be a Spanish language school. 
 
Pedro Martinez came in support of the project.  This bilingual education will change their 
lives. 
 
Action:  Upon roll call vote Commissioners Guy LaLonde, Mike Musick, Sara 
Roberts McCarley, Stephanie Madden, Bill Read, Chad McLeod, and Mayor Bill 
Mutz voted aye.  Ayes-seven.  Nays-zero.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Ordinance 6033; Proposed 24-014; Approving a Conditional Use to Allow for the 
Parking and Storage of Semi-Trucks/Trailers on Property Located at 1121 Atlantic 
Road (1st Rdg. 05-06-24) 
 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO ZONING; MAKING FINDINGS; APPROVING A 
CONDITIONAL USE TO ALLOW FOR THE PARKING AND STORAGE OF 
SEMI-TRUCKS/TRAILERS ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1121 ATLANTIC 
ROAD; FINDING CONFORMITY WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 
Palmer Davis read the title. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Mike Musick moved to approve the ordinance.  
Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley seconded. 
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Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  
 
Chuck Barmby gave a brief presentation. 
 
Marvin Sheets and his daughter Kaley Sheets came forward to answer questions.   
 
Commissioner Guy LaLonde was concerned about the buffering.  He wanted to see 
landscaping improvements at the site. 
 
Mr. Sheets:  There was an existing chain-link fence with barbed wire.  They were still 
discussing the need for an additional fence at the site. 
 
Chuck Barmby explained that because of the additional uses the chain-link is required 
near the rail line. 
 
Commissioner Guy LaLonde was more concerned about the landscaping.  There is 
nothing there now.  He wanted the applicant to bring some beauty to the surrounding 
area. 
 
Commissioner Bill Read asked about slats in the chain link fence, is that what they 
meant? 
 
Chuck Barmby explained the expectation for the Atlantic Ave frontage was an opaque 
wall blocking the view of the neighbors directly across the street.  Not a chain link fence.  
The side yard and rear would need view blocking plantings. 
 
Commissioner Mike Musick clarified the City was not requesting anything not included 
in the Land Development Code (LDC). 
 
Mr. Sheets asked if he needed to take down the chain link?   
 
Chuck Barmby:  Yes.  Then put up a more solid fence or wall and plant vegetation.  The 
barbed wire would have to come out immediately.  A date specific would need to be set 
to remove the chain link.  A site plan would be required and reviewed should the 
ordinance be approved today.  The property would have to go through the inspection 
process.  The Commission supported allowing the process to comply.  They could base 
the timeline on the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts determination. 
 
Action:  Upon roll call vote Commissioners Chad McLeod, Bill Read, Stephanie 
Madden, Sara Roberts McCarley, Mike Musick, Guy LaLonde, and Mayor Bill Mutz 
voted aye.  Ayes – seven.  Nays – zero.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolutions 
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Resolution 5905; Proposed 24-030; Authorizing the Execution of an Amended 
Grant Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation for Financial 
Project No. 453094-1-94-01 for Security Enhancements and Upgrades at Lakeland 
Linder International Airport  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAKELAND, 
FLORIDA AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AMENDED GRANT 
AGREEMENT WITH THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
TO ADD FUNDING FOR SECURITY ENHANCEMENTS AND UPGRADES AT 
LAKELAND LINDER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT; ADOPTING FINDINGS; 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Palmer Davis read the title. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Chad McLeod moved to approve the resolution.  
Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments. 
 
Action:  Upon roll call vote Commissioners Guy LaLonde, Mike Musick, Sara 
Roberts McCarley, Stephanie Madden, Bill Read, Chad McLeod, and Mayor Bill 
Mutz voted aye.  Ayes-seven.  Nays-zero.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution 5906; Proposed 24-031; Endorsing the Membership Apportionment 
Plan for the Polk Transportation Planning Organization and Authorizing the Mayor 
to Execute an Amended Interlocal Agreement Approving the Apportionment Plan 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAKELAND, 
FLORIDA ENDORSING THE MEMBERSHIP APPORTIONMENT PLAN FOR 
THE POLK TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION AND 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN AMENDED INTERLOCAL 
AGREEMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Palmer Davis read the title. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley moved to approve the resolution.  
Commissioner Mike Musick seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments from the audience. 
 
Commissioner Bill Read asked about new appointments. 
 
Chuck Barmby explained the TPO Board would increase from 19 to 23 members.  Lake 
Alfred and Davenport would each get an additional member.  Winter Haven would go 
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from 2 to 3 and Haines City would go from 1 to 2 members.  The cities on the east side 
of the County are getting additional appointments. 
 
Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley reminded the Commission the Board can go up 
to 25 members so there was still room to grow. 
 
Action:  Upon roll call vote Commissioners Chad McLeod, Bill Read, Stephanie 
Madden, Sara Roberts McCarley, Mike Musick, Guy LaLonde, and Mayor Bill Mutz 
voted aye.  Ayes – seven.  Nays – zero.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution 5907; Proposed 24-032; Authorizing the Execution of an Agreement for 
the Subordination of City Utility Interests Located Upon Parcel 500.3 at Sikes 
Boulevard (SR 563) and Lake Wire Drive 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAKELAND, 
FLORIDA AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT FOR THE 
SUBORDINATION OF CITY UTILITY INTERESTS LOCATED UPON PARCEL 
500.3 AT SIKES BOULEVARD (SR 563) AND LAKE WIRE DRIVE; AMENDING 
RESOLUTION NO. 5898; MAKING FINDINGS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

 
Palmer Davis read the title. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley moved to approve the resolution.  
Commissioner Mike Musick seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments. 
 
Action:  Upon roll call vote Commissioners Guy LaLonde, Mike Musick, Sara 
Roberts McCarley, Stephanie Madden, Bill Read, Chad McLeod, and Mayor Bill 
Mutz voted aye.  Ayes-seven.  Nays-zero.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution 5908; Proposed 24-033; Authorizing the Execution of a Grant 
Agreement with the Federal Aviation Administration to Receive Federal Funding 
for an Airport Layout Plan Update with Narrative Report at Lakeland Linder 
International Airport  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAKELAND, 
FLORIDA AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AIRPORT INFRASTRUCTURE 
GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION TO 
RECEIVE FEDERAL FUNDING FOR AN AIRPORT LAYOUT PLAN WITH 
NARRATIVE PLANNING PROJECT AT LAKELAND LINDER INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT; ADOPTING FINDINGS; PRVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Palmer Davis read the title. 
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Motion:  Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley moved to approve the resolution.  
Commissioner Mike Musick seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments from the audience. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked to hear from Kris Hallstrand. 
 
Kris Hallstrand explained this is a planning document.  They were planning for where 
they are going not for where they are today. 
 
Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley does not worry about the airport because of the 
strong team.  What can they do as policy makers to support the Airport? 
 
Kris Hallstrand appreciated the comments.  She appreciated the Commission's support 
for the Airport. 
 
Commissioner Bill Read asked 1) how is the fencing coming? 2) how is the flight line? 
3) any idea about future flights? 
 
Kris Hallstrand responded 1) Fencing - they had a priority list of what to do first.  They 
just received an additional 80/20 grant.  2) LLIA will be federalized by first flight.  They 
have never done it this quickly or this smoothly.  TSA equipment is installed and passed 
functions steps Friday.  The secure doors were installed, and operational checks 
completed.  Staff has been training on how to handle malfunction.  LLIA chose 
technology to enforce TSA security access to the plane 3) Future flights:  There are lots 
of variables.  Behind the scenes, there is plenty of bandwidth to add a few more flights.  
The number one problem is aircraft availability. 
 
Action:  Upon roll call vote Commissioners Guy LaLonde, Mike Musick, Sara 
Roberts McCarley, Stephanie Madden, Bill Read, Chad McLeod, and Mayor Bill 
Mutz voted aye.  Ayes-seven.  Nays-zero.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY - None 
 

CITY MANAGER 
 
Recommendation re: Task Authorization with AtkinsRealis USA, Inc. for the 
preparation of an Airport Layout Plan Update with Narrative report at Lakeland 
Linder International Airport  
 
LLIA seeks approval to enter a Task Authorization with Atkins in accordance with the 
terms and conditions of the City’s Continuing Contract for Professional Municipal 
Engineering Services pursuant to Request for Qualifications (RFQ) No. 1189 from 
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qualified firms under the guidelines set forth in the Consultants Competitive Negotiations 
Act (CCNA). 
 
This Task Authorization is for the preparation of an ALP Update with Narrative report. 
The narrative report will include an updated analysis on the forecast of aviation activity, 
facility requirements, development alternatives, and capital improvement program. 
Additional airfield infrastructure will be evaluated as part of this project. The airport is on 
track to exceed 60 percent of the calculated air service volume (ASV), per the 2020 
Airport Master Plan and a recent re-baseline of the forecast to account for the COVID-
19 pandemic, by 2023, and 80 percent of the ASV by 2031. 
 
The update to the forecast of aviation activity will provide the necessary data to 
determine the need, and timing thereof, for future airport development necessary to 
accommodate capacity constraints. A detailed ASV calculation will be performed to 
identify the forecast timeline of future capacity improvements. RunwaySimulator will be 
utilized to simulate the current and future capacity of the airport. 
 
Funding Source Amount Percentage 
AFF $349,477 90% 
FDOT $19,128 5% 
City $19,703 5% 
Total $388,308 100% 

 
The total cost of this Task Authorization is $388,307.92. Funding for the ALP Update 
with Narrative report includes Federal Aviation Administration and Florida Department 
of Transportation grants as well as the Lakeland Linder International Airport Renewal & 
Replacement Fund. 
 
Staff recommends the City Commission approve this Task Authorization with Atkins to 
complete the ALP Update with Narrative report at LLIA and authorize the appropriate 
City officials to execute all corresponding documents on behalf of the City. 
 
Shawn Sherrouse presented this item to the Commission. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Chad McLeod moved to approve the recommendation.  
Commissioner Mike Musick seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments. 
 
Action:  Mayor Bill Mutz called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Verbal Report: 
Shawn Sherrouse recognized Chief Riley who recently graduated from Leadership Polk. 
Shawn Sherrouse congratulated Mike Beckham and Mike Musick for their participation 
in the Leadership Lakeland Program. 
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CITY ATTORNEY 

 
Ordinances (First Reading) – None 
 
Miscellaneous 
 

∗ Food, Beverage and Retail Concessionaire Agreement with Aerospace Center for 
Excellence, Inc. 

 
This proposed Concessionaire Agreement with Aerospace Center for Excellence, Inc. (ACE) 
was to provide food, beverage and retail concessions located in the security area of the Airport 
terminal. Pursuant to this Agreement, ACE shall be granted the non-exclusive right to rent 
approximately 290 square feet of space in the security area of the Airport’s terminal building to 
sell prepackaged food and beverages, such as sandwiches, breakfast sandwiches, chips, 
cookies, crackers, soft drinks, energy drinks, coffee, iced tea, bottled water, fruit cups, salads 
and meals-to-go.  Additionally, ACE may sell retail merchandise such as common traveler 
supplies including, but not limited to, travel pillows, mobile device chargers, tissues, ear plugs, 
over the counter medications, souvenirs (i.e., area branded hats, t-shirts, cups, mugs and key 
chains), as well as printed materials (i.e., books, newspapers and magazines).  
 
The initial term of this Agreement is for a period of three (3) years, effective May 20, 2024, 
subject to City Commission approval. The Agreement also provides for two (2) additional one 
(1) year options of renewal upon mutual written agreement of the parties. Either party may 
terminate the Agreement for any reason upon thirty (30) days prior written notice.   
 
In accordance with the Agreement, ACE shall pay base rent in the amount of $531.67 per month 
or $6,380.04 per year to rent the 290 square feet of concession space at an annual rate of $22.00 
per square foot. The monthly base rent includes utilities, but does not include any applicable 
taxes, which ACE shall pay in addition to its base rent. Due to the start-up nature of this business, 
the City has agreed to issue a monthly rent credit in the amount of $531.67 for the first twelve 
(12) months of operation commencing on the effective date this Agreement. Accordingly, ACE 
shall pay to the City, in furtherance of the economic benefit to support the continued operation 
of the Airport, a monthly Concession Fee equivalent to 12% of all ACE’s gross revenue 
generated, plus applicable state and local sales tax.  For purposes of this Agreement, gross 
revenue is the total amount charged to a customer after any direct applied discounts.  
 
For any improvements made to the Premises, the City will provide ACE with a rent credit of up 
to 50% of the total cost of any such improvements, which shall be applied to ACE’s monthly 
base rent. The maximum amount of the City’s rent credit to ACE shall not exceed $25,000 during 
any term of the Agreement. ACE shall be required to document any such improvements, in 
writing, and provide the City with complete invoices showing the work completed. All such 
improvements shall become property of the City upon expiration or termination of the 
Agreement.  
 
Staff recommended that the City Commission approve this Concessionaire Agreement with ACE 
and authorize the appropriate City officials to finalize and execute all corresponding documents 
consistent with the above-specified terms.  
 
Action:  The Commission approved this item as part of the Consent Agenda. 
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Agreement with Garney Companies, Inc. for Construction Services for Phase 2 of 
the Southwest Wastewater Pump Station Flow Reversal Project 
 
This is a proposed Construction Agreement with Garney Companies, Inc (Garney) for 
construction services related to the SW Wastewater Pump Station Flow Reversal – 
Phase 2 project.  This portion of the project will address findings discovered during the 
initial construction phase. Two large defective valves and an influent line will be 
replaced, and the system will be pressure tested. Completion of this project will allow 
the transfer of flow from the existing 24” SW sewer force main to the 20” and 30” English 
Oaks force mains. This turn-around will reduce loading on the Western Trunk sanitary 
sewer line and will re-direct the flow into the English Oaks force main.   
 
The City’s Purchasing Division issued Invitation to Bid No. 2024-ITB-237 to procure the 
construction services of qualified and experienced contractors to perform the work.  The 
following three (3) responses were received:  
 
Company Location Evaluated Cost 
Garney Companies, Inc. Winter Garden, FL $377,860.00 
Cathcart Construction Company FL, LLC Winter Springs, FL $383,900.00 
Kamminga & Roodvoets, Inc. Tampa, FL $486,860.00 

 
City Staff, as well as Chastain-Skillman, Inc, the City’s Engineer of Record, evaluated 
the bids and determined that Garney was the most responsive bidder.  Subsequently, a 
Notice of Intent to Award was sent out on May 6, 2024.  
 
Garney will perform all construction services in accordance with the terms/conditions of 
this bid (#2024-ITB-237), for the total amount of $377,860.00. The work is expected to 
start as soon as possible and to be completed in Fall 2024.  
 
Staff requested that the City Commission authorize an appropriation of $377,860 from 
the Unappropriated Surplus of the Wastewater Utilities Fund to be placed in the 
Wastewater R&R Fund.  Staff recommended that the City Commission approve the 
Construction Agreement with Garney Companies, Inc. and authorize the appropriate 
City officials to execute all necessary documents.  
 
Assistant City Attorney Alex Landback presented this item to the Commission. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Mike Musick moved to approve the recommendation.  
Commissioner Chad McLeod seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments. 
 
Action:  Mayor Bill Mutz called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
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Purchase Order to Killebrew, Inc. for Wastewater Sewer Force Main Adjustments 
for Florida Department of Transportation's Wildlife Crossing Project 
 
This purchase order was for the adjustment of several sewer force mains (SFMs) 
necessary to mitigate conflicts with a Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
roadway project.  
 
FDOT is proposing the construction of a wildlife crossing beneath State Road 33 in north 
Lakeland. This construction includes drainage facilities and grading that directly conflict 
with the SFMs at multiple locations. Despite coordination with FDOT throughout the 
design phase and efforts to design around existing utilities, these impacts could not be 
avoided.  
 
Killebrew, Inc. was engaged for a proposal to adjust the SFMs in conflict at the new 
wildlife crossing, per the Utilities Adjustment Plan, and responded with the quote for a 
total not-to-exceed price of $247,305.96.  
 
Polk County’s existing Master Agreement with Killebrew, Inc., for Utilities Construction 
Services, Contract 19-031 dated August 1, 2019, was awarded through a competitive 
bid process and has been approved for use by COL Purchasing. Killebrew, Inc. is a local 
contractor with a proven history of quality and timely work performed for both the City 
and County, providing confidence in their ability to manage this project efficiently.  
 
Staff recommended that the City Commission approve the above-described proposal 
and authorize the appropriate City officials to execute all necessary documents for the 
purchase order.  
 
Alex Landback presented this item to the Commission. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Bill Read moved to approve the recommendation.  
Commissioner Mike Musick seconded. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked for comments from the Commission and the audience.  There 
were no comments from the audience.  The Commission discussed: 

• Anticipated wildlife on the wildlife crossing. 
• Funding was included with Moving Florida Forward. 
• Lakeland’s contribution was coming from Water Utilities. 

 
Action:  Mayor Bill Mutz called for the vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

FINANCE DIRECTOR – None 
 

AUDIENCE 
 

Terry Coney, President of the NAACP Lakeland Branch, invited everyone to Saturday’s 
May 25th Memorial Day Service.  He appreciated the presentations today, especially 
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from the Police Department.  Chief Taylor is doing some great things.  The impression 
of our police department can be negatively affected by events around the country.  It is 
important they stay out in public and in contact with the community.  Our recreational 
facilities are not keeping up with growth.  We need to expand the PAL facility.  Maybe 
we should just look at a larger recreation facility that can include PAL.  He thought they 
could use a recreation facility in Midtown or Downtown West. 
 
Terry Clark of Riverstone came forward.  He wanted access from Riverstone to Ewell to 
remain open.  There are over 1,100 homes in Riverstone.  He recommended until Pipkin 
is completed and another exit on the south end is opened that they leave the gate open.  
He understands it is the City's decision. 
 
Mayor Bill Mutz asked Chuck Barmby to comment. 
 
Commissioner Mike Musick appreciated the citizen for coming in to speak. 
 
Chuck Barmby explained the connection point to Ewell Road has a long history.  The 
decision to open/close the gates lies with Polk County.  It was kept closed because of 
low capacity.  It will not be city Right-of-Way until the road is fully functional.  Staff was 
reviewing design plans with a spine road through to provide better access.  Staff would 
like to see that continuous access and will continue to provide advocacy. 
 
Commissioner Bill Read asked if the City had the opportunity to acquire a connecting 
roadway.  Chuck Barmby explained the original plan was either or.  We needed a 
connection across the creek for Fire Protection.  The developer built the creek crossing.   
The City was trying to find a solution through Hawthorne at this point.  It will be up to the 
County to make the connection from Riverstone and will require Right-of-Way 
acquisition. 
 
Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley to Mr. Clark: The fact that the salesperson told 
the buyer that the gate was closed was huge.  It is our understanding that sometimes 
buyers are not informed.  Thank you for coming and sharing. 
 
Chuck Barmby:  City staff will carry that request to the County. 
 
Billy Townsend came and spoke about abortions.  There is no clarity in the new state 
laws.  Local government has a role to play in public health crisis.  He wanted the city to 
convene a public health fair summit to clarify the law.  The summit should produce a 
comprehensive list of situations doctors are allowed to treat.  Billy Townsend thought if 
the City Commission made a public request for clarity that would have a greater affect 
than a complaint through a website. 
 
The Commission discussed how hospitals are regulated.  Clarity would be provided 
through the court system, not local government. 
 

MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COMMISSION 
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Commissioner Guy LaLonde had another exciting week. 
 
Commissioner Mike Musick: 

• Impressed to see Commissioner Guy LaLonde be so active. 
• Announced that in the Fallen Heroes 5K, Commissioner Chad McLeod placed 

12th overall, winning his age group.   
 
Mayor Bill Mutz left meeting at 11:37 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley: 

• Congratulated all the graduates. 
• Announced the Historic Lakeland Awards at Polk Theatre tonight. 
• Announced that Florida Southern College (FSC) would open a new School of 

Architecture in 2025.  They also plan to design a graduate program.  They will 
also study materials such as concrete and steel.  This was a unique opportunity 
in the United States. 

 
Commissioner Chad McLeod: 

• Thanked Commissioner Mike Musick for mentioning the 5K.   
• Thanked staff and the City Manager for the Strategic Planning Retreat.  He liked 

being able to hear big themes and stay future focused.  He looked forward to what 
will come back from that.   

• Thanked Commissioner Stephanie Madden for her work on the Youth Council. 
 
Commissioner Stephanie Madden: 

• Raised the issue of biking.  She is educating herself on the different types of 
biking activities.  She asked the City Manager if they could brainstorm with those 
who wanted to bike in Se7en Wetlands.  They did meet.  The big take away from 
the meeting was that Chuck Barmby had additional information about coming 
amenities for bicyclists.  She just wanted the Commission to know that the 
meeting did happen. 

• Sister Cities:  Tom Palmer is President of Sister Cities.  We are in good hands in 
his leadership.  He would like to know where we are in hopes and dreams about 
existing and future Sister Cities.  She told Mr. Palmer that she would bring that 
up. 

 
Palmer Davis explained the charter and any other city related documents are silent.  
Sister Cities is a private organization. 
 
Commissioner Sara Roberts McCarley left the meeting at 11:44 a.m. 
 
The Commission discussed the history of Sister Cities and decided they should discuss 
it with the entire group in a more informal setting. 
 

CALL FOR ADJOURNMENT - 11:55 a.m. 
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Kelly S. Koos, City Clerk 
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